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Vor. XII. Jaxvary, 1897. No. 1. ON THE ANCIENT JAPANESE ARTS. W TEIJ 7. & 5 5 % B 2
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- The Tenchi Period (FEBRE) 7 > — AN Fﬁ E¥R
EDITORIAL. E I N AR B
(668-728) B o 2 Dz o D g
< — . < T ﬁ§ Bk h — % 03& D
< N S
i . , . X . This period, beginning with the ascension to throne of the = N i & ERES - O
[t was twelve years ago that young Buddhists then in Kyoto organized a society Emperor Tenchi in 668, is a time in which everything in Japan X VAN H hR DIA [V R 5 &
called the Hansei-Kwai to promote moral improvement, charity, mission-work and was being reformed. The Emperor, brave and wise, extirpated ) ] & g7 8 L Z o
publishing, on the basis of buddhistic doctrines. The attempt has been very successful, the Soga family (#R) which had been the root of internal dis- o mE M L L & #¥ e~
) ) . . turbances, and promoted the able Fujiwara Kamatari (§Jf #2), © % < n $— = o
and at the cnd of last year the society possessed more than z1coo members, six branch- who, as prime minister, abolished. the local municipal system and H i “C\ LW 2k 2
societies and a monthly magazine called the [lansei-Zasshi as its official organ. achieved the concentration of power into the hands of the govern- * Tﬁ\ JL! L = i
Henceforth as part of the society’s program, we will publish this journal in ment. The Emperor also opened the way: of promotion to the b'a 17 % 7*2 < N
ces and 1i Il over the world. TI . introduce tl wise and distinguished, laying aside the hereditary succession of H = T D3 D 5
European languages and send it out all over the world. 1e purposc 1s to mntroduce the office, and compiled new codes of law which laid a foundation for 'f.h 2': n % W E‘lk 2
doctrines of the buddhistic sects, 1o make known the true condition of the moral world, the famous codes of Taihd (KFF4).
here in Japan, and to describe the characteristics of Japanese art, customs and manners, A general thirst for knowledge arising since the reign of the
. vt e . . ) . . . , Empress Suiko, became now quite remarkable. Many pupils
Up to this day many foreigners bave tried, in books and magazines, to describe

the state of socicty in our country and to discuss the doctrines of our religion.  Yet, un-
fortunately, few of their opinions have hit the mark, being either superficial obscrvations or
onc-sided criticisms.  We do not know a single publication discussing in a thorough way
how the Continental Buddhism has been modified, and how it developped, in this Island
Empire of the Rising Sun.  We should feel very happy if the publication of this magazine
fills up this long-felt want,
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