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The period from 1887-1893 is of particular interest to scholars of Meiji Buddhism since it marks the emergence
of genuinely multilateral communications among Western and Asian Buddhists in which Japan, temporarily at least,
formed the hub of a new network of global Buddhist communication. The pioneering bilingual (English/French) The
Bijou of Asia magazine documented these Buddhist interactions for Western audiences while the parallel Japanese-
language journal Kaigai Bukkyo fijo did the same for Japanese Budddhists and other interested readers. Behind these
publications, both launched in 1888, was a small team of Buddhists affiliated to Nishi Honganji but sharing a grand
and optimistic vision of Buddhism as a religion beneficial for all humanity, regardless of sect. The journals did not last
more than a few years but the ideals they enshrined have persisted in various forms. The republication of these journals
today, with expert introductory comments by Profs Yoshinaga Shin’ichi and Nakanishi Naoki, reveals a treasure-trove
of writings by Western Buddhists, Theosophists and others including Leadbeater, Blavatsky, Max Muller, T W Rhys
Davids, Ingersoll, Russell Webb, Chandra Das, Philangi Dasa and Charles Pfoundes. Many of the letters and articles
submitted to Bijou of Asia or translated for KBJ are unpublished elsewhere, so the present publication will facilitate
detailed research by scholars in an area already replete with remarkable discoveries. Insights gleaned from Bijou of Asia
and BK] are already enabling scholars worldwide to ‘rewrite’ the history of modern global Buddhism and the role of
Japanese Buddhists within that history. Above all, these remarkable journals provide a vivid testimony to the complex
and accelerating worldwide interactions that, in the late nineteenth century foreshadowed — often through seemingly

‘failed” projects and frustrated hopes — the varied modern expressions of Buddhism that we encounter today.

Brian Bocking

Professor of the Study of Religions
University College Cork

Cork, Ireland
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signlly and morully. 1t was the eradle
of tho mmui race, and civilization took
its firat tise here:  Thero are found the
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inAsla. But considering historicilly,
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